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Note:  Except where otherwise noted, all references in this report exclude the 
breakaway region of Transnistria. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Republic of Moldova is a parliamentary democracy with competitive, 
multiparty elections.  The constitution provides for executive and legislative 
branches as well as an independent judiciary and a clear separation of powers.  The 
president serves as the head of state and the prime minister serves as the head of 
government, appointed by the president with parliament’s support.  Legislative 
authority is vested in the unicameral parliament.  Presidential elections were held 
in 2020 and resulted in the election of former Prime Minister Maia Sandu.  
Elections observers from the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
noted in their preliminary findings that fundamental freedoms of assembly and 
expression were respected, but divisive campaigning and polarizing media 
coverage hindered voters’ access to quality information.  After the prime minister 
and government resigned in 2020 and the president and parliament failed to form a 
new government, early parliamentary elections were held in July 2021.  According 
to Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe observers, the 2021 
parliamentary elections were well-administered and competitive, and fundamental 
freedoms were largely respected.  The Action and Solidarity Party won 63 seats in 
the 101-seat parliament, enough to form a single-party majority. 

The national police force reports to the Ministry of Internal Affairs and is the 
primary law enforcement body, responsible for internal security, public order, 
traffic, border security, and criminal investigations.  Several agencies responsible 
for border management, emergency situations, migration and asylum also report to 
the ministry.  Civilian authorities maintained effective control over the security 
forces.  There were reports that members of the security forces committed some 
abuses. 

Significant human rights issues included credible reports of:  torture or cruel, 
inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment by authorities; harsh and life-
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Organization, 30.9 percent of the total employed population had an informal job.  
According to the National Bureau of Statistics, informal/undeclared labor 
amounted to 6.8 percent in the third quarter in 2022, compared to 8 percent in the 
third quarter in 2021.  Workers in the informal economy did not have the same 
legal protections under wage, hour, and occupational safety and health provisions 
as employees in the formal sector. 

The labor code requires work contracts for employment, but the government did 
not have an effective mechanism to monitor compliance.  According to the 
National Bureau of Statistics, 67.7 percent of all informally employed workers 
were working in the agricultural sector in the third quarter of the year.  In the 
agricultural sector, approximately 63 percent of workers were employed 
informally, according to the National Trade Union Confederation. 
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